J^hn P. ICaufcuin 
6 I'^ple St. , 
CJardnor, llA. 01440 






Dear •Jolin, 

You ask about your father an we knew hin and begin by Buying what I never observed 
in hin, "Yliere was a ppivate aide tu the aim b<.*yond v.hic;h you could not go." I suppose 
tluit froii tine to tills can be true of juat about all of U£5, I recall nothing lik(j 

that about hin. 

Me all chang«» with the yeurs and tJieir presaures and I sup^iose the last tine we 
were together was aiiout iy67, 25 years ago. So this could habe dovolOiied without lay having 
a:iy knowl«jdgo of it. I ,knevi^iiia ,only as a forthright non who sSoned not to hold anytliing 
bac^. But agaih, the^can have been beci^se we were of tlie sane agO”, with ainilar interests 
and beliefs. 



As I no*P recall I ent your father 



> 

^hre 



rough people at CIiICK magazine. I was its Vashii^on 
correspondent. I think it. was through allan Chase, now pnobably retired alive, when lasj 

I saw hin an eminent medical writer, nr M. dobert liogors, then editor, li^er the nan who 

^ -i n 0. Gj 

made a success of tlie e/allcd second goud-muslc station in the’ whole country and later mana- 



ger of tlie Hational Syiaphony. 

^ I to 

/ He then had Healfilm, iji How YoH, wriuted -to .-help the war -effort, and I was able to agt 

^ ^ V • , v*' 

get h^ja a.s'l^ht '^•ough a wonder fill womaa i»ho jjtook gj-out interest in young petplo and in 
getting tliem useful inside the govomment, conscientious people, not clookwutel»ojro,-o^ple r 
with ideas. I've forgotten the ogancy. It have been .the Office of Price CwiroIA^li^t 
after tliat all he did, all thii conneo ions he made, he made on his own. recollection ^his 

employndnt then is not, clear but I liavo many clear lUbcoliOctioufi of the time we spent to- 
gether Booiollji. I think tluit -^Ll, vdio is still asleep, would a^-ree tliat of our friends of 
ouT ace Sidney waa our, dearest friend of tliat- ^op i e » a man who loV(?d^ who earnedLipi J-ove^ip 
a very bright, witty, thoughftful and caring man. ' 

K J 

He s’tayed witli me u/ytil he got quarters of his oiax. At one point. I'm not sure when, 

I got him a scarce room in a Ijotel tliat one of nil's brothers had taken over and made a 
suacess of right downtydn. Eithu«rhe had his.ow room ’there for a iieriod of time of lid ^always 
:^und pno for Hidney when he needed it. .. .1 < i. 

V/e both went into the army about the some time, «lid not see each other for a while, 
aii next tiling I knew your father was a Ha’vy liout> intuit in the same shop in DSC to which 

* O 

I was assigned. I asoa'ie from my next recollection tliat he returned to Ha’vy active dity. 

It was a we-'keijbid night and your father, as (j^us’ty a man as I remember seeing tills 



side of 






Lca|t, showed up with sverul members of his crew, ill could always improvi^ 
good meals In thjise days and did. 

It seems like the Hairy had ||l*^oofed, sending an invasion force forth from the Virginia 
cp^s area without photographing it. Your father, using his awn camera and film, did that 
for the Ilnvy^Ja^if I recall correctl:" was criticisjed for doing it, l^obab^ the lower Joto- 



mac area too. Ho probably violated none sg regulation, almost inevitbale. although I do 
not recall thsit he was at all it|(pprehensive abbut having done what needed to be done. 

He tended to be iiapa^ient iE»t with stupidity from peoplAo he knew were not stupid. 
I uia pretty sure we first met in either York or iMladelphia. Lil may first have 
him when he knocked at the dour and aid* said iy^d inliitedloe^In those days t)vit was 



seen 



4 regular experience for her , But from tlien on \b stayed with us whenever ]ie wanted to or 
needed to, wartime accomodations not always being available. 

-y- 

We dined^ often in those days. Sidney liked to drive out /o near Jiockville, to Normanfcr 
Kama reataur.‘uxt, then iia tno country, in the summertime. He then had a convertible, 

I tliink ul' •duick, nice those iot summer days. ' 

Tliero wore places where I was connected tliat he liked. I romeuber a story about one 
that may amuse you. 

Wo had an Italian friend, Pete Monti, who served us tlio finest Italian food we ever 
got. Wo were ^always seated at the fami laf*s fa ble in ka the baok, wore served copiouely, 
and like us your father thought the menu was simply groat. Ho to<d mo this story liiter. 

Onco ho wanted to het -douis dellochanboau of I tliinlc the I larch of Time (»n a good mood 
so he invited him to Pete s. Only as your fatlier told mo, the food ho got was rather ordinary 
Ho was, of course, dis^ppoented. The explanatipn is that Pete alvCays cooked for us and his 
othe«' old friends, Jthonhired chefs for others once tfeto got on his feet. I don't know why ^ 
tills Story stl^bks in ny mind. It may have been beduuss of your father's reaction to hid ' ; 
dlBuppoii^ent when he|d never had other than the very best there and when he needed the / ‘ 
best for business reasons did not get it. ' ' , 

My recollection is that despite his brilliance and really keen observation your father 
from time to timtjtrusted people who'^ere not worthy of ttpst.I think some took advantage of 

him. He iuxow almost everybody and was always willing to armnge a meeting. 

kV ‘ ’ 

Wo laiow him as a dear friend, a nan of beliefs that e^t something to him, both Ibk 
tolerant and sometimes of short putlonce, incisively and instinctively very bright, widely 
informed. 

I' ve been wi ting tgia very early in the morning, caution keeping no in the house with 
a film of icy anoif on ^ ground arf^a wlndchill too low for me to go out into. I 'we felt 
myself dozing Sga onaoril y^a I thought sot If anyty^ing is not clo.gr, a.sk me. If I dld'nof" 
say it above. I'm sure id.1 will agree that as of that period we loved your father more thipi 
any others of our ago. 

I remembo.- Kathy's wedding and ay acujfe regret that it was unwise for me to go to it. 
as a ^rl^ she ari^oth beautiful and very rGlght. I remember the cartoons of that family 
&he drew almost daily, in effect getting her started ad a conong novelist when she was al^ut 
eight. Hemember she used to post them on the kitchen wall Just inside the door. I remember 
that I had a collection of thick-leaded color pen'^cils from wartime need and gave them to 
her ^or her sketching. I'm getting bad on names but I'll try to tmemember hers in the event 

!•/ 



I see a review by her. ^ 

Sofiiaa to me last * heard from your mother ^^athy was also ^ bird lover and feeder. 

Your mother was a fine photpgraplier of tliera in p>.rticular but also of other wild 
life, inuludiiyj frogs. I still remember some beautiful fro^ pictures she took. 

imd u very fine, patient and tolerant young woman. £ihe must have fou^d it trying 
that often oidjioy could not do wliat he*d said hd*^ do, like being liome for ssupj^xjr at a 
particular tine and then finding that Impossible, as well as liis long absences on business. 

I Was waiting for him times he Has anxious to ^et hone on timcj and couldn’t, in his 
office and elsewhere. Your mother seemed patient about it. bil was, too. Even when with- 
put having informed her I had Ihvited people for supj^er and tliey got there before mo! 

Anotlier way of putting thid is tliat it is a reflection kan'c^ how fortuniito we both 
were with our wives and what our work denuinded of us. 

You ask wliat your father was interested in. In general, as wqs true of many of us, 
political and cultural matter's and what in gcmeral was going on in the iiforld. I an sure 
that like your father was what in thiso days v;aa so<kbotliaes known as a "preioiiture anti- 
fascist." Imagine, people thought and acted that way! I was ra their surprised to le<»m later 
that he liad an lutereat in ^Ivindworklng. I had a few inexpensive power tools I was no longer 
using and took tliom to liim at Fairway ^loso. but I have no recollection of seeing aiiytliing 
he had built, .'t/heneveri I vistied he had no time for using those tools, those and the ones' 
he alread;/^ had. • - 

You asktqutlitions related to what our ^listory would hiive been had JFK not been mied. 
Nol^oy is llorlin, who remembered the future. But lay belief is that JllC becjuae an entirely 
different man and President as a result uf wl^at he experienced and learned during the Cub6“ 
Kiissilo crisis and thaT^ he had decided on jpeaco and taken some neimlngful steps touiSrd 
achieving; peace, I think nonS of tlie ens i^g tragedies would have befallen us and that in- 
stoad ol boixi{j a bankrupt gsndain^ to tho world wc*d be q hapj)y» at least reasonably pro— 
people, with a sounder economy and a considerably roduced military. «‘eL/have much 
less of a drug problem and culture, young people with better educations and i)e”haps wider 
intereots. T)iere are tilings ho did as well as wliat lie siiid tliat indienteir where ho wonted 
us to go, liis problem would have been his opi^osition, not his polijirclos. I thi/k he'd 
have been one ofl our /l^eot if he'd lived to complete tlie’ first term. 

*. ve roiibled. Please remember mo to your mother and sister when you are in touchvi Ai'^h 
them. Next tim^I respond to_^_questioy I hp^ B'u noy as di»way. 
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''ur best. 




